
 

President’s Report to AGM of Albury-Wodonga Alliance Française 

 

This year was a busy and successful twelve months for the Albury-Wodonga 

Alliance Française.  

 

Committee: A new committee was elected at our Annual General Meeting in 

March 2018: 

 President: Karral Miller 

 Vice President: Jane Quarmby 

 Secretary: Clare D’Arcy/ Vivienne Paramore 

 Treasurer: Phil Sefton 

 Committee members: Consuelo Merluzzi (classes and membership), 

Keagan Day 

I wish to publically acknowledge the time voluntarily given by our Committee 

members, not just at the monthly meetings, but also the extra hours spent 

ensuring that we are offering our members high quality, well organised services 

and events. As President I thank them for their commitment, enthusiasm and 

hard work.  

 

Membership: From 1st January 2018 to the of the end of December 2018, we 

had 75 financial memberships, with 74 different people and 192 enrolments in 

our classes at various times during the four terms. 

  

French Classes: In 2018 we have again offered five separate, 2-hour, evening 

classes – Beginners (A1), Continuing Beginners (A2), two Intermediate (B1), 

Advanced (B2) plus a 1-hour conversation class.  Each class operates once a 

week for eight sessions each term, four terms a year. 

 

We continue to conduct classes at Live Better (formerly Age Concern), where 

we have the flexibility to offer different levels of classes at the one time, 

thereby allowing students to select the level appropriate to them. Live Better has 

also generously provided space for us to have our library on permanent display 

and storage for our extensive collection of DVDs, leading to increased access 

by students. We have continued to work with Live Better to provide access to 

the internet and data presentation in the classrooms so that our teachers may use 

electronic resources. 

 

 

DELF exams: In November 2018, seven candidate sat for DELF qualifications 

(compared to 12 in 2011, 6 in 2012, 4 in 2013, 5 in 2014, 15 in 2015, 1 in 2016, 

5 in 2017). Of the seven, six were successful in gaining qualifications- three at 



A2 level and three at B2 level. One candidate was unsuccessful at B2 level. The 

cost of the exams, which is set by Alliance Française Paris, is borne by the 

participants but Alliance Française Albury Wodonga subsidises the process by 

paying the local examiners. 

Thanks must go to Marion Bennett who has been our capable DELF organiser 

and examiner for many years. We’re proud of the fact that we’re one of only 

two centres outside the capital cities which offer DELF/DALF exams, and see 

this as an important activity of our Alliance.  

 

 

Governance 

 

2018 Goals: 

 To encourage and facilitate the use of technology in classrooms 

 To continue to monitor retention rates and to implement strategies to 

increase retention at A1 level 

 To improve communication with students and members, in particular in 

regards to feedback from students and to providing information on extra-

curricular activities and educational resources. 

 

The Committee has continued to review and refine policies and processes in 

accordance with set goals. This has led to increased use of technology in our 

classrooms and by our students. Communication with our students and members 

has been improved due to a more effective website and greater opportunity for 

interaction with Committee members. A change in the process for collection of 

completed satisfaction surveys has resulted in an increased number of returns. 

The data produced by the surveys has informed our planning of classes and 

other activities. Changes to teaching personnel and curriculum delivery in the 

Beginners (A1) and Continuing Beginners (A2) classes has not yet shown an 

increase in retention rates but we are hopeful that the longer term results will 

show some improvement. We are building some networks within the Alliance 

Française organisation nationally but our communication the Fondation 

decreased during the year because of legal and financial issues within the 

governing body in Paris  

 

 Evaluation 

During December 2018 current students and those who had left during the year 

were invited to fill in a survey  to evaluate the quality of teaching, curriculum 

and level of participation in classes and other events organised by AF Albury 

Wodonga. The results gave us an insight into student needs and our 

performance and were used to inform development of our program. 



There were 40 respondants this year, up from 10 in 2017, and the great majority 

of the feedback was very positive. As a summary, 92.5% of participants were 

extremely satisfied or very satisfied with the content and curriculum and 92.3% 

of participants were extremely satisfied or very satisfied with the quality of 

teaching. 

Historically there is a number of students, at all levels but mostly at the 

Beginner level, who do not complete more than a term or two of instruction. We 

are using the data obtained from continued surveys of this group to assist in 

identifying and addressing the problem. 

It is likely that we could attract more enrolments if we offered repeat classes on 

different days of the week as, at the moment, students are restricted to attending 

at one particular time for each level except Intermediate. However, this is 

difficult because Albury-Wodonga Alliance Française serves a relatively small 

population and more classes with a small number of students in each would be 

unviable. Also there are few well qualified French teachers available locally to 

teach our classes. 

 

Cultural Events:   
  

Cafe Bavard; This is a regular informal gathering, twice a month, which gives 

those attending an opportunity to speak French over a cup of coffee. It has 

proven to be popular and well attended. We thank the proprietors of La Maison 

for allowing us to host it there and Clare D’Arcy for her continued promotion 

and facilitation of this event. 

 

Bastille Day 

A special afternoon tea and opportunity for French conversation was organised 

for Bastille Day. More than forty people attended and feedback indicates that it 

was enjoyed by the participants. A highlight was the display of a 1911 Renault 

vintage car. 

 

 Melbourne French Theatre Production 

 Eleven people went on our bus trip to the Melbourne French Theatre’s 

production of C’est Encore Mieux L’Apres-Midi  in September 2018 and had a 

most enjoyable day. The trip was subsidised by AF Albury Wodonga.  

 

Film Festival 

This year AF Albury Wodonga again organised and ran its own French Film 

Festival, held in May 2018. There was an attendance of 715 (compared to 393 

in our first Film Festival in 2011 and 532 in 2012, 478 in 2013, 593 in 2014, 



402 in 2015, 548 in 2016, 664 in 2017). Seven sessions were open to the general 

public, and there was an additional session for school students.  

We thank our sponsors – Baker Motors, DiscoverVin (local importer of French 

wines), WMedia, Woodburn Olives and Regent Cinemas Albury Wodonga- and 

the organiser, Paule Gauquié. 

 

Summer Immersion Courses 

 Alliance Française Albury Wodonga organised two sessions of immersion 

classes in January 2018 - a four hour class each day for five days and four two 

hour conversation classes once a week for four weeks. They were well attended 

and we had enthusiastic positive feedback of the classes.  

Thank you to Claire Rogers and Paule Gauquié for their willingness to conduct 

these classes during the holidays. 

 

Social Events:  
End-of-Year Lunch: Twenty people attended our end-of-year lunch which was 

held at La Maison restaurant in December. 

 

 

Karral Miller (President)    



 

Report on French Language Classes 1st January to 31st December 2018                              

 

We have once again offered a range of classes, from total beginners, through to 

continuing beginners, intermediate and advanced levels, with 192 enrolments in 

classes during the year, down slightly from 2017.  

 

Our classes are based on the Common European Framework of Reference for 

Languages: Learning, Teaching, Assessment (CEFR) which is a guideline used 

to describe achievements of learners of foreign languages across Europe and, 

increasingly, in other countries. The text books and teaching resources used in 

each class are structured at appropriate levels which follow these guidelines. 

 

Each year, we offer classes for beginners (A1) from the start of Term 1. This 

year there were markedly fewer enrolments in Term 1 than in the two previous 

but the decline at the end of the year was not as marked as in previous years, 

mainly due to some new enrolments in Term 3. 

 

The Continuing Beginners (A2) class also had fewer enrolments in Term 1 than 

the previous few years which can probably be attributed to the low numbers 

remaining in the Beginners class at the end of 2017.  The class also recorded a 

dip in numbers as the year progressed. 

 

We have continued to run two classes at Intermediate (B1) level, on Mondays 

and Wednesdays. This allows us to offer a range of levels on both Monday and 

Wednesday evenings.  Once again the largest number of our students were 

studying at this level (44% at the end of the year).  

 

The number of students enrolling in the Advanced (B2) class was greater than 

in 2017 although there was some attrition by the end of the year. 

 

Our Conversation class enrolments also declined from the beginning of this year 

but were greater than those of last year. Most students attended this class in 

addition to a two-hourly class and, although all levels of language skills are 

welcome, participants were usually at or above Intermediate level.  

 

Although there is an historical trend of loss of students in every level over the 

year, it seems that, if students can maintain their commitment to learning French 

beyond the A2 level, the retention rate is strong. In Term 1 2018, 61% of our 

students enrolled in B1 or B2 classes, rising to 69% by Term 4. 

  



We have been fortunate to continue with the services of a range of skilled 

contract teachers, including native French speakers. Leigh Goldsworthy took 

over as the teacher of the Beginners (A1) class at the beginning of the year. 

Claire Rogers began teaching the Continuing Beginners (A2), Monday 

Intermediate (B1) as well as the Conversation class but resigned at the end of 

Term 1 due to the offer of other employment. Kathryn Rupp taught the 

Continuing Beginners (A2) from Term 2 and Marion Bennett became the 

teacher of both Intermediate (B1) classes. Paule Gauquié remained with the 

Wednesday Advanced (B2) class all year and also took over the Conversation 

class on Claire’s departure. 

Our student survey data and informal feedback indicate a high level of 

satisfaction with the quality of teaching.  

 

Class Numbers Summary:  2018 

 

Term 1/2018 2/2018 3/2018 4/2018 Total 

2018 

      

Mon Beginners (A1) 14 8 11 6 39 

Mon Continuing 

Beginners (A2) 

 

7 

 

5 4 4 

 

20 

Mon Conversation 9 5 8 6 28 

Mon Intermediate (B1) 9 11 8 10 38 

Wed Intermediate (B1) 11 9 6 4 30 

Wed Advanced (B2) 13 9 7 8 35 

      

Total 63 47 44 38 192 
 

Term 1/2017 2/2017 3/2017 4/2017 Total 

2017 

      

Mon Beginners (A1) 22 9 3 4 38 

Mon Continuing Beginners 

(A2) 12 11 8 5 

 

36 

Mon Conversation 7 8 5 4 24 

Mon Intermediate (B1) 12 7 8 15 42 

Wed Intermediate (B1) 12 9 7 3 31 

Wed Advanced (B2) 8 9 7 7 31 

      

Total 73  53 38  38 202 
Comparaison of 2018 to 2017 shows that overall student numbers decreased slightly in 2018. Data for 

both years depict the fall in student numbers from Term 1 to Term 4. 


